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A Confeſsion of Faith, 


=] Bcleevethat nothing is without be» 
£Y7Aginning butGod,no nature,no mat- 
#41 ter, no ſpirit but one and the ſame 
God ; That God as he is eternall, 
almighty, onely wiſe, onely good 
E>| in his nature, ſohe isgternall Fa- 
——— ther, Sonne and Spirit in perſons. 

I belceve that God is ſo holy, pure,and jcalous,as 

it is impoſſible for him to be pleatcd in any creature, 
though the worke of his owne hands : So thatnei- 
ther Angell , Man, nor World, could ſtand or can 
ſtand one moment in his cyes, without the beholding 
of the ſame inthe face of a Mediatour ; and therefore 
that before him, with whom all things are preſent, 
the Lamb of God was ſlaine before all worlds,with- 
out which etcrnall councell of his it was impoſſible 
for him to have deſcended to any work of creation, 
but he ſhould have enjoyed the bleſſed and individu- 
all ſociety of three Perſons in Godhead onely 
for ever. Burt that out of his cternall and infinite 
goodnefle and love, purpofingto become a Creator, 
and communicate with his creatures, he ordained in 
his eternall councell,that one perſon of theGodhead 
ſhould be united to one nature, and to one particular 
of his creatures, that ſo in => perſon of theMediatour 
A 2 the 


(2) 
the truc ladder might be fixed whereby God might 
deſcend to his creatures, and his creatures aſcend 
unto him':" So that God by the reconcilement of 
the Mediatour, turning his countenance towards his 
creatures, (though not inthe ſame light and degree) 
made way unto the diſpenſation of his moſt holy and 
ſecret will z whereby ſome of his creatures might 
ſtand and keepe their ſtate, others might fall and be 
reſtored, and others might fall and not be reſtored 
intheir ſtate, but yet remaine in their beeing,though 
under wrath and corruption", all 'withreſpeR unto 
the Mediatour ; which is the great myſteric,and per- 


fe center of all Gods wayes with his creatures,and- 


unto which all his other works and wonders do but 
ſerveandrefer. 

That hee choſe (according to his good pleaſure) 
manto be thatcreature , to whoſe nature the perſon 
of the cternall Son of God ſhould be united: And 
amongſt the generations of men, eleted a ſmall 
flock, inwhom (by the participation of himſelfe) he 
purpoſed to cxpreſle the riches of his glory : all the 
miniſtration of Angels , damnation of Diyels and 
Reprobates,and univerſall adminiſtration of all crea- 
tures, and diſpenſation ofall times, having no other 
end, but, as the'wayes and ambages of God, to be 
further glorified in his Saints, who are one with the 
Mediatour,who is one with God. 

That by the vertue of this his eternall councell 
touching aMediatour,tie deſcended at his own good 
pleaſure , and according to the times and ſeaſons to 
himſelfe knowne, to become Creator , who 
his eternall Word created all things , and by his 
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(3) 
etcrnall Spirit doth comfort and preſerve them, 

That he made all things in their firſt eſtate _ 
and removed from himſclf the beginning ofall evill 
and vanity unto the liberty of the creature, but reſer- 
vedin himſelfe the beginning of all reſtirurion,to the 
libertie of his grace , ufing neverthe!cſſe,and turning 
the falling and defeRion of the creature, (which was 
to his preſcience eternally knowne ) to make way 
to his eternall councell touching a Mediatour,and the 
worke hee purpoſed roaccompliſh inhim. 

That God created Spirits, whereof ſome kept their 
ſtandings and others fell , hee created Heavenand 
Earth,and all their Armies, and Generations , and 
gave them conſtant and everlaſting lawes which we 
call nature,which is _ but the laws of the crea- 
tion;which lawes neverthelefle have had three chan 

esor times , andare to have a fourth or laſt : The 

rſt, whenthe matter of heaven and earth was cre- 
ated without formes. The ſecond, the interim of 
perfeRion of every dayes worke. Thz third, by the 
curſe, whichnotwithſtanding was no new creation: 


* And thelaſt atthe end of the world, the manner 


whereof is not yet fully revealed : So that the lawes 
of nature which remaine, and now governe inviola- 
bly till the end ofthe world , began to be in force 
when God firſt reſted from his workes , and ceaſed 
to create ; but receiyeda revocation in part by the 
curſe, fince which time they change not. 

That notwithſtanding God hath reſted and ceiſed 
from Creation fince the firſt Sabbath, yet, neverthe+ 
lefle, de doth accompliſh and fulfill his divine will 
in all things, great and ſmall , fingular and generall, 
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(4) 
as fully &exaQly by providenee,as he could by mi- 
racle and new creation, though his working be not 
immediate and direQ, bur by compaſſe ; not viola- 
ting nature, which is his owne law upon the creature. 

That at the firſt the ſoule of man was not produ- 
ced by heaven or carth, but was breathed immedi- 
atly from God ; ſo that the wayes and proccedings 
of God with Spirits , are not included innature, in 
the lawes of heaven and earth, but are reſerved to 
the law of his ſecret will and grace , wherein God 
worketh ſtill , and reſteth not from perfeRing the 
worke of redemption, as he reſteth from the worke 
of creation, bur continueth working till the end of 
the world ; what time that worke alſo ſhall bee 
accompliſhed, and an cternall Sabbath ſhall enſue. 
Likewiſe , that whenſoever God doth tranſcend 
the law of nature by miracles,(which may ever ſeem 
as new creations) hee never commeth to that point 
or paſſe, but in regard of the worke of redemption 
which is the greater, and whereto all Gods fignes 
and miracles doe referre. 

That God created man in his owne Image, in a 
reaſonable ſoule , in innocencie, in free-will and ſo- 
veraigntic: That he gave him a Law and Command- 
ment which was in his power tokeepe, buthe k 
it not : That man madea totall defection from God, 
preſuming to imagine that the Commandements 
and prohibitions of God, were not the rules of good 
andevill , but that good and evill had their owne 
pp and beginnings;and luſted after the know- 

edge of thoſe ſuppoſed beginnings , to the end to 
depend no more upon Gods will revealed, but -n 
himſe 
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himſelf and his own light as a God, then which there 
could not be a fin more oppoſite tothe whole Law 
of God: That yet neverthelefſe this great fin was not 
originally moved by the malice of man,but was in- 
finuated by the ſuggeſtion and inſtigation of the Di- 
vell,who was the firſt defeQive creature, and fell of 
malice and not by rempration from another. 

That upon the fall of man , death and vanitic en. 
tred by the Juſtice of God,and the Image of God in 
man was defaced,and heaven and earth which were 
made for mans ule , were ſubdued to corruption by 
his fall : But then that inſtantly and without inter- 
miſſion of time,afrer the word of Gods Law became, 
through the fall of man;fruſtrate,as concerning abe- 
dience,there ſucceeded the greater word of the pro- 
miſe, that the righteouſneſſe of God might bee 
wrought by faith. 

That as well the Law of God,as the Word of his 
promiſe endure the ſame for ever; but that they have 
beene revealed in ſeverall manners, according to the 
diſpenſation of times : For the Law was firſt imprin- 
ted in that remnant of light of nature which was left 
after the fall,being ſufficent to-accuſe ; then it was 
more manifeſtly expreſſed inthe written Law, and 
was yet more opened by the Prophets , and laſtly 
expounded inthe true perfeRion by theSon of God, 
the greatProphet and perfe@ interpreter ofthe Law. 

That likewiſe the word ofthe promiſe was manife- 
ſed &revealed, firſtby.immediaterevelation and in- 


ſpiration,after by figures, which were of two natures; 


the one theRites and Ceremonies of the Law, the 0- 


ther the continuall Hiſtorie of the old world,and the - 


Church 


235 


| (6) 

Church of the Jewes , which though it bee literally 
true, yet itis for the moſt part pregnant of an Alle. 
gorie and ſhadow of the worke of the redemptiento 
follow : The ſame promiſe or Evangel ; was more 
clearly revealed and declared by the Prophets, and 
then by the Son himſclfe , and laſtly by the holy 
Ghoſt,which illuminateth the Church to the end of 
the world. 

That inthe fulnefle of time, according to the pro- 
miſe and oath, of a choſen lineage deſcended the 
bleſſed ſeed ofthe Woman, Jeſus Chriſt, the onely 
begotten Sonof God,and Saviour of the world, who 
was conceived by the power and over-ſhadowing of 
the holy Ghoſt, and tooke fleſh ofthe Virgin Mary, 
That the Word did not onely take fleſh, or was joy- 
ned to fleſh, but was made ficſh,though without con- 
fuſion of ſubſtance or nature; ſo that the eternall Son 
of God, and bleſſed Sonne of Mary was one perſon : 
So as the bleſſed Virgin may be truly and Catho- 
lickly called Deipars, the Mother of God ; ſoone, 
as there is no unitie in univerſall nature ,. not that of 
the ſoule and body of man, ſo perfeR : For the three 
heavenly unities, whereof that is the ſecond, exceed 
all naturall unitiesxthe unitic firſt of the three perſons 
inthe God-head:ſecondly, of God &man in Chriſt: 
thirdly, of Chriſt andthe Church, the holy Ghoſt 
being the worker of both theſe latter unitics , for by 
the holy Ghoſt was Chriſt incarnate and quickned 
in the fleſh, and by the holy Ghoſt is man regenerate 
and quickned inthe ſpirit. 

That Jeſus the Lord became in the fleſh a facri- 
 ficer and facrifice for finne , a' fatisfation to the 
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Juſtice of God , a meritor of glory and the King- 
dome, a patterne of all rightcouſneſſe, a Preacher of 
the Word which himſelte was,a finiſher of the Ce- 
remonies , a Corner- ſtone to remove the ſeparation 
between Jew and Gentile, an Interceſſor for the 
Church,a Lord of nature in his miractes, a Conque- 
ror of death and the power of darkneſfle in his refur- 
reion; and that he tulfilled the whole Councell of 
God, performed all his ſacred officesand annoin; 
ting on earth, accompliſhed the whole worke of re- 
demption and reſtitution-of mans nature to an cſtate 
ſuperiour tothe Angels, (whereas the ſtate of man 
by creation was inferiour) and reconciled and eſta- 
bliſhed all things according to the eternall will of 
the Father. 

That in rime, Jeſus the Lord was borne in the 
dayes of Herod, and ſuffered under the government 
of Ponce Pilatebeing deputy of the Romans, and un- 
der the high Pricſthood of Caiphas,was betrayed by 
Jude one of the twelve Apoſtles, and was crucified 
at Jeruſalem, and after a true and naturall death,and 
his body laid in the ſepulchre,the third day he raiſed 
himſelfe from the bond of death, and roſe and ſhew.- 
cd himſelfero many choſen witneſſes by the ſpace of 
divers dayes , and atthe end of thoſe dayes, inthe 
fight of many, aſcendedinto heaven, whete he con- 
tinueth his interceſſion, and ſhall from thence at the 
day __ » come in great glory tojudge the 
wor 


That the ſufferings and merits of Chriſt as they 
are ſufficient to do away the ſins of the whole worl 
fo they are only cffeQuall to thole which areregenie- 
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rate by the holyGhoſt, who breatheth where he wil 
of freegrace, which grace, as a ſeed i y 

uickneth the ſpirit of man,& coxceiveth him anew, 
aſonof Cann _— Chriſt ; — ou_ _ 
having mans fleſh , and man having Chriſts ſpirir, 
there is an open paſſage and mutuall i on: 
whereby ſin & wrath was conveyed to Chriſt from 
man , and merit and life conveyed from Chriſt to 
man, which ſced ofthe holy Ghoſt figureth in us 
the Image of Chriſt ſlaine or crucified, in mortifica- 
tion through a lively faith , and thenreneweth in us 
the Image of God in holineſſe and charitie zthough 
both imperfeRly and in degrees farre differing,cven 
in Gods elcR,as well in regard of the fire of the ſpi- 
rit, asof the illumination which is more or lefſe ina 
large = , as namely inthe Church before 
Chriſt,which yet neverthelcfle was partaker of one 
and the ſame ſalvation with us. 

That the worke of the ſpiritthough irbe not eyed 
to any meanes in heaven or earth, yet itis ordinarily 
diſpenſed by the preaching of the word, adminiſtra- 
mo 

n the children,prayer, reading,the cenſures ofthe 

- hurch, ſocictic ofthe godly,croflcs and affliai 

Gods benefits, his Judgements upon others, mira- 
cles, 8 the contemplation of his creatures, all which, 
though ſome be more principall and perpctuall, God 
uſeth as the means of vocation and convertion ofhis 
EleR, nor derogating from his power to call imme- 
diatly by his grace, and atall hours and moments of 
the day (thatisof tnans life) according to his good 
pleaſure. Lab 5103: vath 
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That the word of God, whereby his will is reyea- 


led,continued in revelationand tradition untill Moſes, 


and that the Scriptures were from Moſes time, to the 
times of the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, in whoſe age, 
when after the comming of the holy Ghoſt, the tea. 
cherofalltruth, they had delivered the traditionof 
Scripture,the bookof theScripture was ſhut&cloſed, 
ſoas not to receive any new addition : And that the 
Church hathno power over the Scriptures, to teach 
or command any thing contrary tothe written word, 
but is as the Arke whercinthe tables of the firſt Te. 
ſtament were kept and preſerved, thatis to ſay, the 
Church hath onely the cuſtody and delivery over 
ofthe Scriptures committed unto the ſame - fogatier 
with the interpretation of them, but ſuch onely as is 
conceived by themſclyes. ; 

That there is an univerſall or Catholicke Church 
of God CE ee Ry 
Chriſts Spouſe _—_ of the Fa- 
thers of the old world, of ofthe Jewes, 
C— ofthe faithfull diſſolved, of the ſpirits of 
the fai militant , and of the names yetto be 
borne which are already written in the booke of 
life. That there is alſo a viſible Church diſtinguiſh- 
ed by the outward workesof Gods Covenant, and 
the receiving of the holy DoQrine , with the uſe of 
the myſteries cf God and the invocation and ſandift- 
cation of his holy name, t er with regeneration 
by his ſpirir. That there is alſoa holy ſucceſſion in 
the 


ofthe new Teſtament, and Fathersof 

the Church from the time of the Apoſtles and Di- 
ſciples, which ſaw our Saviour in the fleſh, unto the 
B 2 conſummation 


(10) 
conſumnation of the worke of the Miniſtrie, which 
perſons are called from God by gifts or inward 
anointing, and this vocation of God followed by an 
outward calling and ordination of the Church. 

I beleeve that the ſoules of thoſe that dye in the 
Lordare bleſſed, and reſt from their labours , and 
enjoy the ſight of God , yet ſo asthey are in expe- 
Ration of a further conſummation of glory inthe 
laſt day, at yerrry pe fleſh of manſhall ariſe and 
be changed, at appeare andYeceive from Jeſus 
Chriſt his cternall judgement , and the glory of the 
Saints ſhall then be full , and the kingdome ſhall be 
given upto God the Father , from which time all 
things ſhall continue forever inthat being and ſtate 
which thenthey ſhall receive. | 
 Soasthereare three times or parts of cternitie, 
(iFfo they may be called)The firſt, the time before 
beginnings, whenthe God-head was onely without 
the being of any creature : Theſecond , the time of 
the myſtery which continueth from the creation to 
the diſſolution of the worldzAnd the third, thetime 
df the revelation of the ſons of God , which time 
is the laſt, and iseverlaſting without change. 
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